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Your Annual Membership
fees are more important
than ever.

It’s not too
late to pay

2018

The modest cost of membership fees is very
important to the health of our lake. 100% of WSLA
dues continue to go directly toward maintaining
WSLA DUES!
the quality of our lake in the form of weed
treatment on the Massachusetts side. Although
we were happy with the initial results of the larger
drawdown this spring and hope it will continue
the cost of weed treatment is very costly. We are
imploring every homeowner to pay their dues,
and to go one step further, make an additional donation (tax deductible).

In June of 2018 the WSLA spent nearly $6,000 to treat all acres identified acres
having invasive milfoil on the Massachusetts side; this will exhaust all membership
fee funds for the year. If the number of acres drastically increases next year we will
not have the financial resources to treat 100% of the weeds. With less than 50% of
lake front owners paying their annual dues it is simply unsustainable.
We urge every lake front owner to pay your membership dues and additional
contributions. This is essential for continuing to maintain the quality of the lake in
all its natural beauty.
Please help us protect our beautiful lake by joining the Winchendon Springs
Lake Association (WSLA) for $50/year. Dues and additional tax deductible
donations can be paid in 2 ways:
CHECKS: made payable to WSLA, mail to: PO Box 411, Winchendon, MA
01475
PAYPAL: visit our website wsla.us, right bottom side of homepage

Winter Draw Down
Lake Monomonac’s annual draw down began on October 15th and will continue
until it reaches the new winter draw down level of 3 feet on or around December
1st. The drop in the water level during the winter months allows property owners
to do maintenance to their waterfront, including docks, walls, and beaches. It
also helps with the weed control.
Be aware that the lower level increases the danger of hitting submerged rocks,
trees or other hidden obstacles. Extreme caution should be taken by boat owners
if you are planning to get in some late fall boating or fishing.

PO Box 411, Winchendon, MA 01475
wsla.us | Like us on

Letter from the President

Upcoming Events

WSLA board is involved on several
fronts going forward. Three are
listed below.

50/50 ICE OUT CONTEST
Can you guess when 2019 ice out will
be?! Winner(s) split 50/50. 1 pick/ $2
or 3 picks/$5. To purchase, contact
David Anderson at (978) 855-6143 or
dander1952@yahoo.com or purchase
online at wsla.us/ice-out.

The WSLA began to engage with our
state government this year. Funds
for weed control have now been
appropriated in the State budget.
This is only a first step. The second
step is getting money actually
allocated which can take years.
The boards at the White’s Mill Dam
spillway have been removed which
has lowered the pond by about
two feet. The boards were removed
due to the observation of an area
of active seepage at the toe of the
dam. This lowering reduces the
stress on the dam but it remains in
poor condition. The dam owners
have hired a firm to plan for the
dam to be breached and for White’s
Mill Pond to be turned into a stream.
The breach could be complete by
the summer of 2019. The WSLA will
continue to monitor the status of
these efforts to ensure that they
do not impact the annual Lake
Monomonac drawdown.
The WSLA is working to clarify
the lines of responsibility and
communications with Town officials
regarding emergency situations
where the water level may need to
be managed outside the normal
fall drawdown and spring refill. The
goal is to have a defined process to
proactively remove boards prior to
extreme rain events.
Finally, the three foot drawdown
changes how water flows in the lake.
Once the drawdown reaches two
feet, all of the water will flow over
the Main Dam. Areas in the narrows
will have increased current and this
could result in thinner ice. Residents
should use caution because areas
that used to be safe may not be.
Jon Lewandowski
WSLA President

KID’S ICE FISHING
Weather permitting, WSLA will host a
family-friendly event to get the kids
outdoors and have some fun!
EARTH DAY-LAKE CLEANUP
Celebrate Earth Day and participate in
spring cleaning for our neighborhood!
WSLA will offer gloves and bags as we
pick up our roadsides together.

INTERESTED IN
LEARNING MORE
about upcoming
events and news?
Email signup
wsla.us/contact

Follow us on Facebook
facebook.com/
WinchendonSprings
LakeAssociationWsla

Visit
wsla.us

MONOMONAC GOLF TOURNAMENT
Calling all Golfers! WSLA will be holding the 2nd annual golf tournament on
July 13th, 2019 at Shattuck Golf Course. Save the date and get your foursomes
together. For more information, visit wsla.us/golf-tournament.

Ice Safety Tips
 Many residents on our lake have bubblers which can weaken
the ice >150 feet away depending on the flow. If you have one,
please clearly indicate to minimize risk for all those out on the ice
(fisherman, snowmobiles, snowshoers, skiers, etc).
 Never go onto the ice alone. A friend may be able to rescue you or
get help.
 Always keep your pets on a leash. If a pet falls through the ice do not attempt
to rescue, go for help.
 New ice is usually stronger than old. As the ice ages, the bond between the
crystals decays, making it weaker, even if melting has not occurred.
 Beware of ice covered with snow. Snow can insulate ice and keep it strong,
but can also keep it from freezing. Snow can also hide cracks, weak, or open
ice.
 Slush is a danger sign that ice can be weak or deteriorating.
 Ice formed over flowing water (containing a large number of springs) is
generally 15% weaker.
 Ice seldom freezes or thaws at a uniform rate. It can be one foot thick and
one inch thick 10 feet apart.



For more info on ice safety, visit: http://www.mass.gov/eopss/
agencies/dfs/osfm/pubed/fs-topics/ice-and-cold-water-safety.html
A WORD OF CAUTION TO OUR COMMUNITY: If a lower water
level is achieved, this will expose structures such as rocks, When
the lake freezes, structures that may normally be under the ice
may show or may just be barely covered by ice or snow. With the
snowfall, these structures may be camouflaged, so we urge all
people, particularly snowmobile riders, to use extreme caution.
Some of these exposed structures may include The Reef (rock
pile) entering the big part of the lake on the NH side, as well as
rocks near Blueberry Island heading toward the Marina.

2018 Year in Review
 We began another great summer on
the lake with our annual meeting
held at the American Legion on June
23rd. Thank you to all who came, and
a special thank you to guest speaker,
State Legislator Ann Gobi.
 Thank you to those who participated
in the weed survey and treatment!
(photo: right)
 Great job to all who participated in
the 2018 4th of July Boat parade!
The theme was ‘favorite decade’
and everyone did an awesome job
decorating! (photo: right)

We Sell Tires for Less
Specializing in
Import Auto Repairs
47 Water St, Winchendon MA
(978) 297-4645
(978) 297-4650

 Congratulations to our first place
winners of WSLA’s 1st Annual Golf
Tournament on July 14: Jim McDonald,
John Johndrow, Charlie Shulby,
Michael Cherichetti! A big shout out
to all our sponsors who helped make
this possible. (photo: right)
 Congratulations to our ticket tree
winner, Jim McDonald! A grand
total of $593 was raised for WSLA.
Special thanks to Cindy Kendall for
raising over $400! Thanks to all who
participated!
 Thanks to all who supported and
enjoyed WSLA’s end of season
concert. Huge thanks to Paul
Betourney for the use of his dock
for the band, those who donated to
support the concert, and to Neon
Alley for a great show. (photo: right)
 
WSLA had booths at both the Rindge
Harvest Fair and Winchendon
Fall Festival. Thanks to those who
volunteered!
 Thank you to our advertisers. We
encourage our community to learn
more about these local businesses!

“No Wake Zone” Buoys
Each year the WSLA sets out “NO Wake Zone” buoys in the “Narrows”
section of the lake as authorized by the Town of Winchendon. The
buoys both mark the “headway only speed” sections of the “Narrows”
and also serve as an aide to navigation at night. This season three of the buoys
were damaged with one known to have been run over on purpose. Per the
Massachusetts Environmental Police the willful destruction of one of these
buoys is a felony. Each buoy outfitted with anchor, line, and light costs the WSLA
about $600. If you observe someone damaging a buoy please report it.

Office (978) 297-0745
Cell (978)413-9409

ASHBURNHAM
MARINE
AND POWER
EQUIPMENT, INC
Tahoe Pontoons • Yamaha Outboards
Karavan & Road King Trailers • Sales & Service
Large selection of new & used parts
Winterizing • Shrink wrapping
Storage (indoor/outdoor) • Pick up & delivery available

485 Winchendon Road, RT 12
Ashburnham, MA 01430
ashburnhammarine.com

ashmar43@yahoo.com | 978.827.4739

Servicing Winchendon since 1981
Complete Automotive Service
24 Hour Towing & Recovery
Skilled Mechanics
Emissions Repair Facility
Official Inspection Station
Heavy Equipment Transport

(978) 297-2561 • (800) 244-2561
25 Grove Street • Winchendon, MA

Visit wsla.us to check out the full line of Lake Monomonac apparel!
Looking for a unique gift this season? Choose a great gift to remind that special someone of memories made
on Lake Monomonac! Find something for all ages and styles, all while supporting the health of our lake!
Please contact Joanne Moreau at jo.moreau@hotmail.com or (978) 297-0367 to check on
available sizes and colors, and to place an order. Visit wsla.us/store for more info.

See
more
styles
online!

Kids

$25

$20

$15

$15

Adults

$15

$20

$30

$40

Ladies

$15

$30

$35

$20

Proceeds go toward treating invasive weeds in Lake Monomonac.

TRI-CITY
MARINE
(978) 400-8662
379 School Street, Route 12
Winchendon MA
tricitymarine@aol.com
tricitymarine.com

Great Food. Friendly Service.
(978) 297-2133
harboursportsbar.com

Last year, a group of lake
residents got together to pick up
trash along our lake roads. It was
a success, but it didn’t’ take long
for the trash to pile up again.
Please join us in taking care of
our neighborhood and picking
up trash when you can.
Stay tuned for our
2019 Annual Clean Up Day!

2nd Annual
Ice Out
Contest!
This winter
Plummeting Paul
will take to the ice
for the 2nd annual
ice-out contest.
Last spring the ice went out on
March 30th at 7:14 a.m. and the
winner got to split $1040.
Can you guess Lake Monomonac’s
2019 Ice Out? Winner(s) split 50/50!
Plummeting Paul will be sitting on
the ice all winter keeping watch of
the clock. Guess what time the 40lb
block drops through the ice and
you’ll be a winner!
For tickets or more info, visit
wsla.us/ice-out or contact Dave
Anderson at (978) 855-6143

How is Lake Monomonac owners affected by the
Massachusetts Wetland Protection Act?
All lake front owners are directly affected by the Massachusetts Wetland
Protection Act. Many homeowner’s land/home they have just bought or owned
for years does not simply abut such protected lands, but rather some or all of
their property is considered legally protected land.
Any projects within the 100 foot buffer zone from the shoreline, you must
comply with these laws. The most common projects that permission and
conservation permits is needed include, but not limited to:

Construction of any kind, including repairs or alteration of any kind to any structure/s,
Deck & Docks, Driveways, Destruction of plant life including cutting of any trees, Dumping,
discharging or filling with any material which may degrade water quality this includes
beach sand*, Removal, excavation, or dredging of soil, sand, gravel, or aggregate
materials of any kind, Drainage or other disturbance of water level or water table.

To get approval and or a permit for your project, contact the Winchendon
Conservation Commission at (978) 297-3537. Check out Winchendon’s Wetlands
Protection Bylaw and how does it differ from the Massachusetts Wetlands
Protection Act at https://www.townofwinchendon.com/sites/winchendonma/
files/uploads/wetlandsbylaw.pdf. Find MA’s Wetland Protection at https://www.
mass.gov/guides/protecting-wetlands-in-massachusetts.
*WSLA has authority to issue a sand permit to paid members, who have existing beaches
only, an advantage to being a paid WSLA member. If interested you can contact us for a
permit at: wsla.monomonac@gmail.com or 978-273-0881.

The First Lake Monomonac Golf Tournament
One of the primary focuses of the WSLA has been the water quality of the
lake and controlling invasive weed growth. This task has turned into an
expensive proposition! The yearly cost has routinely exceeded $10,000,
which can not be funded by dues alone. Therefore, your board of directors
has come up with many creative solutions for raising additional funds. There
have been auctions, apparel for sale, raffles, donations from our generous
sponsors, and an “Ice Out”. With all these fantastic efforts, it is still necessary
to raise more money than these functions generate. Last fall the idea of the
golf tournament was hatched. A committee was formed, and with the help of
many friends and lake residents, it took shape.
On July 14 at Templewood Golf Course in Templeton, MA, the lake gods must
have been smiling on us. The weather was perfect in the mid 80’s, and the
golf course was in great shape. Our volunteers that handled the sign ups
did a great job of expediting the sale of mulligans and strings, so that we
were able to start on time. At the end of the game, we had a wonderful meal
provided by Four Star Catering and awarded prizes to our winners!
1st PLACE: Jim McDonald, John Johndrow, Charlie Shulby, Michael Cherichetti
2nd PLACE: Keith Paquet, Tony, Paul D, Hunter
3rd PLACE: Ripp Charters, Bob Allard, Jared Jalbert, Frank Penney
LONGEST DRIVE: Joy Charters, John Blodgett
CLOSEST TO THE PIN: Renee Tambling, Shane Rautiola
Due to the support of our volunteers, players, and sponsors, we were able to
generate a profit of over $3500. WSLA is now looking forward to improving
on what we did this year and fine tuning our tournament to make it one of the
top golf events in central New England.
Thank you for your support and see you next year.

We were very fortunate to have over
20 sponsors, and we hope you will
support them over the next year.
Huhtala Oil
Morin Real Estate
Harbour Restaurant
North of the Border
Signature Smiles Dental
Monadnock Dental Associates
Emma’s 321 Pub & Kitchen
Joe Carbone
Mathieu Ford Sales, Inc
KDI Landscaping & Snow Plowing
Tri-City Marina
Luke Lachance
Edward Jones-Financial, Rindge, NH
Delaney Antique Clocks
Regan & Company
Vector Five
Athol Savings Bank
Knights of the Inferno
Jim Sweeney
Winchendon Lions
And our Supporters!
Atlas Fireworks
Candice Starrett Real Estate, LLC

PO Box 411
Winchendon MA 01475
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Support WSLA!
• SIGN UP: Receive our
newsletter and other news

Visit

WSLA.US

for more
information

• MEMBERSHIPS: Pay your
dues online for 2018
• DONATE: Contribute
towards weed control and/
or other association costs

Please email wsla.treasurer@gmail.
com if you want to donate to a
specific cause.

Pay online at wsla.us or make checks
payable to WSLA Inc, PO Box 411
Winchendon, MA 01475

Open Daily 6am–10pm

JM NORTH OF
THE BORDER

FOOD
MART

WSLA members on auto
delivery, call for details!

NEW HAMPSHIRE

1421 Route 119, Rindge, NH
(603) 899-3200
hometowndinernh.com

Hours Sun, Mon, Wed & Thurs 5:30am-2pm
Fri & Sat 5:30am-4pm • Closed Tuesdays

GROCERIES • BEER • BEER CAVE
WINE • CIGARETTES • COLD BEVERAGES

ATM • LOTTERY

800.359.4802
300 High St | Winchendon, MA
oppureoil.com

ON LAKE MONOMONAC • GAS FOR BOATS

Earl Marshall

As seen on Phantom Gourmet

Owner

19 Sonja Drive
Rindge, NH 03461
603-899-2211
Sales and Service and Installation
of Dehumidifiers and Sump Pumps
(844) 548-3379 • cell (978) 868-7619
19 Sonja Drive, Rindge, NH
PO Box 81 • Lunenburg, MA
(603) 899-2211
corey@premierbasement.net
www.premierbasement.net Sandwichmaster.net

APPLES & CIDER
Open 11-5pm until 1st weekend in Nov.

(603) 899-5000
Rindge, New Hampshire

Thank you to our advertisers. We encourage our community to learn more about these local businesses!

