
Winchendon Springs Lake Association - Summer 2016

WSLA Annual Meeting
This year we will be holding the Annual Meeting on 
June 25 from 10:00-11:30 followed immediately by 
the Annual Meet your Neighbor Picnic. Beach View 

Drive – follow the signs. 

It has been a busy year and we have much to 
discuss.  Please join us. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Wow, another winter and here we are again ready for 
summer! With so much to see around the lake and 
enjoy each year I want to start off by saying “Thank 
You” to all the people who make all the things in the 
back ground possible. The WSLA board works very 
hard to make the things we enjoy stay that way.  

Just a few of the things we have been working on over 
the past year are:  weed control, lake level, safety, 
WSLA website, and the overall health of the lake.  We 
will again be hosting a Lake Association Picnic, which 
we will combine with our Annual Lake Association 
meeting.  We hope to see you all there on June 25th!  
Save the Date!

Going forward, we need to keep making the changes 
needed to make sure WSLA stays strong and we can’t 
do it without your support and contributions. What 
does this mean?  
• First, we need each person to pay their annual 

dues ($50.00).  Your dues pays for the services that 
everyone has come to expect over the years.   

• Second, we need additional volunteers to 
participate on the board and/or to serve on 
committees.  The Board cannot do it all alone.  
Even helping with a small project would be a huge 
help and will not require a lot of your time or 
effort. So, please consider donating some of your 
extra time to WSLA.  

The best way for all of us to preserve and protect our 
lake for the future is to be part of the effort!  So, 
please get involved in any way you can. 

Please make sure you check the batteries in your 
Smoke and CO detectors, have the required number 
of life preservers/cushions on board your vessels and 
at hand on the shore, and always swim with a buddy.  
Most importantly, be safe and have fun!  

Michael Venoit  
Venoit@sbcglobal.net

Get To Know Your Neighbor Picnic
June 25th, 11:30-4:00

The picnic will immediately follow our Annual Meeting.  
Please join one or both of these activities.
People around the lake 
are friendly.   We wave 
at each other.  We smile.  
We say hello when we 
pass each other walking.  
This is your chance to 
have a meal, make 
connections for your 
children and make new 
friends.
People around the lake are friendly.   We wave at each 
other.  We smile.  We say hello when we pass each 
other walking.  This is your chance to have a meal, 
make connections for your children and make new 
friends.

WSLA will be providing grilled chicken, hot dogs & 
sausages plus cold drinks. We ask that those attending 
please provide an appetizer, side dish or dessert.

Note that alcohol and glass is not allowed on the 
beach. Paddle boats, kayaks, 

etc. welcome.  If we 
have interest, we will 
sponsor races on the 
lake.

Please join us at Phil 
White’s beach off of 
Beachview Drive.  
Follow the signs.

mailto:Venoit@sbcglobal.net


Back by Popular Demand!
T-Shirts, Sweatshirts & Hats

Please join us for a fun spin around the lake . The 
parade will be a joint event with MLPOA.   

We’ll start at 1:30 on the East side of MLSA 
(Monomonac Lake Sailing Association) Commodore 
Island.    

Feel free to decorate your boats and/or wear 
costumes.  

Please Join Us for a Fun time!  
Fourth of July Boat Parade

100 CLUB
This year the payout is $100 a week for 10 weeks.   
For just $20 a ticket, participants have 10 chances to 
win $100.00.  Just 100 tickets are sold so the odds of 
winning are great.  
Drawings will begin July 27 using the two middle 
numbers of Wednesday night ‘s Daily Number.  Ticket 
options:  include an additional $20 for ticket in your 
dues, contact any board member, purchase at the 
annual meeting.  

Boating Certification Reminder

Lake Monomonac is partly in MA and partly in NH.  
New Hampshire will not accept any card or 

certificate issued by a MA online course provider. If 
you plan to boat in NH, you should be certified by NH.  

For more information see:  
http://www.boat-ed.com/newhampshire/

Lake Tag Sale

We will be holding a lake 
wide yard sale August 13th.    

Sellers should register to 
ensure we have adequate 

space.
WSLA.Monomonac@gmail.

com

WSLA Website        
www.wsla.us

A great source of lake information plus the ability to 
network and share.  Please link up and post items for 
sale, services offered/wanted, etc.  It is also a fun place 
to share lake photos.   Like us on your Facebook page.

Why are there 2 lake associations?
Both associations are focused on the health and 

welfare of the lake.  

WSLA, Winchendon Springs Lake Association tackles 
issues for those of us in Massachusetts including 

interacting with the town on lake levels (the dam and 
spillway are in Massachusetts), road repair, milfoil 

infestation in Massachusetts side, buoys etc.  

MLPOA, Monomonac Lake Property Owner’s 
Association covers the entire lake (water quality) with a 

priority focus on those issues affecting New 
Hampshire.  

Multiple 
designs will 
be 
available 
including 
the Santa 
Maria and 
a map of 
the lake.  

http://www.boat-ed.com/newhampshire/
mailto:WSLA.Monomonac@gmail.com
http://www.wsla.us/


Lake Monomonac needs help NOW!
All lakes begin to die as soon as they are formed.

With no maintenance lakes become meadows.

Some of the causes of an unhealthy lake:

• Invasive non-native aquatic plans
• Acid rain
• Natural runoff from heavy rain and snow
• Salt spread on roadmaps
• Fireworks
• Leaves from trees
• Clipping from lawns

Join your Winchendon Springs Lake Association

• The association has spent over $15,000 in the past few years fighting invasive weeds.
• Last  year in the Massachusetts side of the lake we had 20 acres of invasive milfoil, even with 

treatments this year we have 40 acres.   (NH side has an additional 30 acres.)
• The association represents us with town officials regarding road problems, water safety, wildlife 

problems and other issues

Please help us protect our beautiful lake through your actions and by 
joining the WSLA (Winchendon Springs Lake Association)

What if I find milfoil near my beach?

.  Please get in touch with the lake association so spot 
treatment can be arranged.

Variable milfoil is an aquatic rooted non-ntaive plant with a 
“raccoon-tail”.  The delicate green underwater leaves are 
featherlike and average ½-2 inches across.  Leaves are 
arranged around the stem in whorls of 4-6.  The stems are 
thick, robust and usually red.

DO NOT rake up or clear out milfoil 

• Small fragments of variable milfoil carried by water 
currents and waves created by boat traffic float in the 
water and form roots, allowing the plant to take hold in 
shallow waters and colonize another area of the lake. 

• One small fragment of variable milfoil can potentially 
multiply into 250 million new plants within a year’s time. 
It can grow one inch per day to reach 18 feet in length, 
creating a mat-like canopy near the water’s surface



Lake Drawdown Update

On October 22, 2015 there was a public hearing before the Winchendon Conservation Commission regarding the 
annual drawdown of Lake Monomonac . The WSLA, with the support of the MLPOA requested that the annual 
drawdown be increased from 2-feet to 3-feet.  The larger drawdown would serve two purposes.  First, the deeper 
drawdown would expose more of the shallow shoreline to freezing temperatures in the fall.  Freezing can kill 
certain types of invasive weeds including Variable and Eurasian Milfoil.  Each year the Lake Associations spend 
thousands of dollars treating invasive weeds with herbicides.  Despite these efforts the milfoil continues to 
spread to new areas as well as recolonize previously treated areas.  The latest 2016 survey of the lake found 40 
acres in Massachusetts alone that need treatment. To put this in perspective, last year the WSLA treated 8.5 
acres. Secondly, the deeper drawdown will make it easier for property owners to work on retaining walls, clean 
up beaches and help prevent property damage from winter ice.

At the hearing, questions from the Conservation Commission included the physical ability to lower the Lake by 3-
feet, the impact on wildlife, and the efficacy of drawdown as a method of weed control. To support the 
drawdown the WSLA obtained a statement from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
allowing the deeper drawdown.  A “drawdown feasibility evaluation” contracted by the MLPOA and produced by 
Environmental Science Services Inc. (ESS) was provided to the Conservation Commission. The ESS evaluation 
recommended an initial 3.5 foot drawdown.  In addition the WSLA hired a Certified Lake Manager and Aquatic 
Ecologist to attend the meeting to answer any questions about the potential effects on wildlife.  The WSLA 
believes all questions from the Conservation Commission regarding the environmental impact of a larger 
drawdown were answered.

The final issue raised by the 
Conservation Commission was the 
impact that the 3-foot drawdown would 
have on shallow wells.  Before the 
Conservation Commission will approve a 
change to the “Order of Conditions” 
specifying the 3-foot drawdown, the 
WSLA must identify all the shallow wells 
on the lake, determine the potential 
impact of the drawdown on these wells  
and have a remediation plan for wells 
that might go dry.  The WSLA and 
MLPOA plan to contact property owners 
this summer to identify all of the 
shallow wells.  Given the expanding 
spread of the milfoil we will continue to 
press forward to obtain a 3-foot 
drawdown. 

Please notify the association 
immediately if you have a shallow 
well and this raises concerns.  We 
would like to work with you.  

WSLA.Monomonac@gmail.com

mailto:WSLA.Monomonac@gmail.com


Lake Monomonac Water Quality

Lake Association Contacts  WSLA.Monomonac@gmail.com
• Renee Tambling, 978-422-6066, wsla.treasurer@gmail.com
• Mary Ellen Lewandowski, 978-297-2141, mellewandowski@comcast.net
• Joanne Moreau, 978-297-0367, jo.moreau@Hotmail.com (100 Club Tickets)
• Phil White, 978-297-1054, lakemon16@gmail.com

What should we do to help maintain water quality? 

However, there continue to be a few areas that are mildly 
concerning and require monitoring.

1. Use organic fertilizers or none at all. Because 
our lake is very acidic it is actually good to use 
lime.

2. Update failing or failed septic systems - several 
technologies exist that are ideal for small lots 
close to the water. A great resource can be 
found at http://www.thecleansolution.com/

3. Use indoor bathrooms – schedule water 
activities before meals so people are less likely 
to have to use the lake as a restroom, especially 
small children. Avoid soap and shampoo in the 
water. 

4. Do not feed the ducks – their waste is bad for 
the water.

5. Landscaping – Plant native plantings on or near 
the shore to prevent run off into the lake.

6. Choose biodegradable dish and laundry 
detergents that do not contain phosphates.

7. In the winter use non-salt based de-icers .
8. Choose non-toxic building supplies for Docks 

and Rafts. Pressure treated lumber, railroad 
ties, etc. are bad and against the law to put into 
the water. Use cedar, aluminum, plastic and 
other approved composite materials.

One vital program for Lake 
Monomonac is New Hampshire's 
Volunteer Lake Assessment Program 
(VLAP) which monitors the quality of 
our Lake Water.

OBSERVATIONS & 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
The detailed report from 2015 can 
be found through the WSLA web 
site. A two-page summary report is 
available.  A sample of the level of 
information is provided in the chart 
shown here.

A number of parameters are tested 
each year and compared to 
recommended levels and state 
averages.  Historical trends are also 
reviewed to assess if quality is 
improving or declining.    Overall the 
lake is healthy.   

FIREWORKS: PRETTY BUT DAMAGING TO OUR LAKE

We all enjoy fireworks displays.
But, please be aware of the impacts.  Hazardous elements are used in fireworks for 
noise, as propellants, and to make display colors.  Debris and burning metals fall back 
and can contaminate aquatic ecosystems and poison wildlife, eventually working 
their way up the food chain. The debris litter includes plastic parts that can be 
ingested by waterfowl and fish.

mailto:WSLA.Monomonac@gmail.com
mailto:wsla.treasurer@gmail.com
mailto:mellewandowski@comcast.net
mailto:jo.moreau@Hotmail.com
mailto:lakemon16@gmail.com
http://www.thecleansolution.com/


WSLA INC
PO Box 411
Winchendon, MA 01475

Dues Paying Time is Here
The vast majority of your WSLA dues focus on the health and welfare of our lake.  Please see enclosed 
information on weed control.   Your WSLA dues are the only source of money to combat milfoil on the 
Massachusetts side of the lake.  

Other expenses include the annual picnic, yard sale and www.WSLA.us website, newsletter and annual meeting. 

Dues are just $50.00 per family a year and we urge all property owners to join. The milfoil in our lake is increasing 
and we need to step-up our vigilance which will require increased spending.  Please consider an additional 
contribution.  Any amount over $50.00 is tax deductible.  Please do your part.

Payment options:
• Checks payable to WSLA INC, PO Box 411, Winchendon, MA 01475.   
• Paypal through our website www.wsla.us

http://www.wsla.us/
http://www.wsla.us/
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